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Prahlada Stuti Talk 1  

Swami Tejomayananda  

Sandeepany Sadhanalaya, Powai  

Hari Om! In today’s discourse we will be seeing Prahlada Stuti, a hymn in 

praise of the Lord by Prahladaji. When we take the names of the foremost 

devotees of Lord, Prahladaji’s name leads the rest. The word Prahlada 

means prakṛṣṭaḥ hlādaḥ yasya - one who is immersed in the most exalted 

bliss. It is not the bliss derived from the gratification of the senses. This child, 

Prahlada, had no interest in the childish joys of playing with toys. He used to 

play with Lord Krishna Himself and the Lord with him! (nyasta krīḍataḥ). His 

was the bliss that came from the knowledge of the essential nature (svarūpa) 

of the Lord and from being immersed in and suffused with total devotion.  

What can we generally give anyone? We can only give what we have within 

us. A sad person can only give sorrow. But Prahladaji enjoyed such an 

exalted state of bliss, that he radiated this bliss effortlessly to one and all - 

prahlādayati āhlādayati sarvān. It is said that when sorrowful and needy 

people came in contact with him, they too attained peace of mind. Prahladaji 

acquired this sublime knowledge and devotion as early as when he was in his 

mother’s womb. His mother, Kayadhu, had taken refuge in Narada Rishi’s 

Ashram for some time when she was carrying Prahladaji in her womb. 

Naradaji knew that this child in the womb was a great devotee of the Lord. 

Naradaji, himself an exalted devotee of the Lord, was known as 

devadarśanaḥ nāradaḥ - one who constantly has the vision (darśana) of the 

Lord, one whose sighting is as precious as seeing the Lord Himself and one 

who is capable of granting the vision (darśana) of the Lord. It also means one 

who can grant knowledge and liberation.  

Naradaji used to hold great discourses for Kayadhu, but actually these were 

always directed towards baby Prahlada in her womb. We speak of prenatal 

education today, but look at what sublime knowledge was granted to 

Prahladaji even before he was born. Interestingly, there is a verse which 



 

 
 

Prahlada Stuti  Talk 1 Page 2 
 

enumerates the foremost devotees of the Lord and this list is led by disciple 

Prahlada, whereas his Guru, Naradaji’s name comes second!  

Prahlāda-nārada-parāśara-puṇḍarīka-vyāsāmbarīṣa-śuka-

śaunaka- bhīṣma-dālbhyān. rukmāṅgadārjuna-vibhīṣaṇa-

yudhiṣṭhirādīn puṇyānimān parama- bhāgavatān smarāmi.  

This extraordinary devotee, Prahlada, possessed virtues of the highest order 

which Naradaji himself describes in the royal court of Yudhishthira. (The story 

of Prahladaji is detailed in the seventh canto of Śrīmad Bhāgavata Purāṇa). 

Naradaji declared that Prahladaji was in possession of those countless virtues 

that are ascribed to the Lord Himself! He is compared to that Lord who is 

known as Anaṁta kalyāṇa guṇanidhāna - the abode of infinite virtues.  

Now, let us see who was Prahladaji’s father. His father was Hiranyakashipu, 

who was an asura and an enemy of the devatas. The omniscient, omnipotent 

Narayana, who is the Lord of countless cosmoses and whose abode is 

Vaikuṇṭha, had two gatekeepers called Jaya and Vijaya. Once, out of 

arrogance, they both committed an offence against the Brahma Jñānī 

Sanatkumaras and were cursed by them to be born as demons on earth. But 

Sanatkumaras being compassionate by nature, reduced the curse to last for 

only three lifetimes, after which Jaya and Vijaya would return to Vaikuṇṭha. 

These two were then born, first as the brothers Hiranyakashipu and 

Hiranyaksha, then as Ravana and Kumbhakarana and the third time as 

Shishupala and Dantavakra. Hiranyaksha was killed by the Lord in the 

incarnation of Varaha, a divine boar. Ravana and Kumbhakarana were felled 

by the Lord as Shri Rama, while Shishupala and Dantavakra were annihilated 

by the Lord as Shri Krishna.  

Hiranyakashipu was enraged on seeing the Lord having killed his brother 

Hiranyaksha and he resolved to do the penance needed to gain the strength 

to kill the Lord. This severe penance gratified Brahmaji. Please note, that 

while Brahma is a position whose incumbent can create only one cosmos, 
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Lord Narayana is the Lord of countless cosmoses. (To understand this better, 

we can relate this comparison to that between the Governor of a state and the 

President of a Nation or between the Chief Minister of a state and the Prime 

Minister of a Nation.)  

Brahmaji was pleased with Hiranyakashipu's penance (his severe penance is 

described in the seventh canto of Śrīmad Bhāgavata Purāṇa) and asked him 

what boon he wished for. The asuras always desired immortality and wanted 

to rule not only the earth, but also the heaven and the netherworlds. They 

loved to indulge in sense pleasures, wealth, rulership and lording over their 

kingdoms, wanting to live forever. Brahmaji explained, that as everyone who 

is born must die, he could not grant Hiranyakashipu the boon of an immortal 

life but instead offered him a boon to become powerful. Hiranyakashipu then 

desired a boon where he sought many conditions for himself by which he 

would not die. He said that none of the beings and creatures created by 

Brahma should be able to destroy him, be it a Deva, Gandharva, Yaksha, 

Kinnara, animal or man. Neither can he be killed during the day nor night, 

neither inside nor outside his home, neither on earth nor in the sky and neither 

by arms nor by weapons. Granting Hiranyakashipu this boon, Lord Brahma 

said, “Tathaastu!” (so be it) and left. Emboldened by his boon, he now started 

innumerable atrocities.  

Prahlada was the son of this Hiranyakashipu. He was the youngest among 

four brothers and was sent by his father to a gurukula. Here is the 

description of the virtues of Prahladaji set forth by Naradaji. These virtues 

are important to understand, so we can all imbibe them. Also, while all 

parents desire progeny, they desire children with noble qualities. Some of 

these qualities are:  

Brahmaṇyaḥ śīlasampannaḥ satyasandho jitendriyaḥ. 

ātmavatsarvabhūtānāmekaḥ priyasuhṛttamaḥ.(Śrīmad 

Bhāgavatam 7.4.31)  
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Brahmaṇyaḥ - Prahladaji had great reverence for all Brahmins, Brahma 

Jñānī-s (wise people who had the knowledge of Brahman).  

Śīlasampannaḥ - He was of good character, which is of utmost importance. 
It is said, when money is lost, nothing is lost; when time is lost, something is 
lost; but when character is lost, everything is lost. Honesty, integrity, humility, 
good conduct and virtuousness together form good character. 
Satyasandhaḥ - Righteous, he always spoke the truth and kept his word. 
Jitendriyaḥ - He had full control over his senses.  
Ātmavatsarvabhūtānām - He dealt with everyone as he would with himself 
and loved all likewise.  
Ekaḥ priyasuhṛttamaḥ - Suhṛt is pratyupakāram anapekṣya - He was a 
well-wisher of all, helping others without any expectations in return. Thus, he 
was the best well-wisher (suhṛttamaḥ) and one who was loved by all.  

Dāsavatsannatāryāṅghriḥ pitṛvaddīnavatsalaḥ. bhrātṛvatsadṛśe 

snigdho guruṣvīśvarabhāvanaḥ. vidyārtharūpajanmāḍhyo 

mānastambhavivarjitaḥ.(Śrīmad Bhāgavatam 7.4.32)  

Dāsavatsannatāryāṅghriḥ – He had an attitude of service towards elders. 

Ever steadfast and ready to serve them. (Sevābhāvā)  

Pitṛvaddīnavatsalaḥ - He showered fatherly love on those who were in need 

or were miserable, helpless, always wishing their welfare.  

Bhrātṛvatsadṛśe snigdhaḥ - He loved his equals as a brother. Thus, he was 

obsequious to the elderly and the noble, a father to the needy and a brother 

to his equals.  

Guruṣu īśvarabhāvanaḥ - Lastly, Prahladaji looked upon his Guru 

as God.  

Vidyārtharūpajanmāḍhyo mānastambhavivarjitaḥ -He is born to 

Hiranyakashipu who rules over the whole creation, is 

knowledgeable, personable but didn’t have an iota of pride or 

arrogance.  

Nodvignacitto vyasaneṣu niḥspṛhaḥ śruteṣu 
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dṛṣṭeṣu guṇeṣvavastudṛk. 

dāntendriyaprāṇaśarīradhīḥ sadā 

praśāntakāmo rahitāsuro'suraḥ.(Śrīmad 

Bhāgavatam 7.4.33)  

Nodvignacitto vyasaneṣu niḥspṛhaḥ śruteṣu dṛṣṭeṣu guṇeṣvavastudṛk - 

Prahladaji was calm in the face of all adversities, ever at peace. He had no 

interest in the objects of enjoyment, either of this world or of the heavens and 

other realms of enjoyment, because he knew that these were unreal and 

illusory.  

Dāntendriyaprāṇaśarīradhīḥ - He had full control over his senses, mind, 

pranas and body.  

Praśāntakāmaḥ -No desires gurgled in his mind.  

Rahitāsuro'suraḥ - Although born in the asura clan, he was devoid of all 

asuric and demonic tendencies.  

Guṇairalamasaṅkhyeyairmāhātmyaṃ tasya sūcyate. 

vāsudeve bhagavati yasya naisargikī ratiḥ.(Śrīmad 

Bhāgavatam 7.4.36)  

Naradaji concluded by saying, Prahladaji had all the virtues ascribed to God, 

but his greatest virtue was his natural, effortless and spontaneous love for 

Lord Vasudeva and that he revelled in this adoration for the Lord and in the 

glories of the Lord.  

Here, Naradaji makes a great point. Generally, opposing enemies never like 

anything about each other. The devatas and asuras were always at war and 

Hiranyakashipu had terrorized all the devatas, who then dreaded him. But 

whenever there was a discussion in the world of devatas about devotion and 

devotees, they would take Prahladaji’s name and cite him as an example, 

even though he belonged to the enemy clan! As I mentioned earlier, his play 

as a child was with the Lord Himself!  
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Kvacidrudati vaikuṇṭhacintāśabalacetanaḥ. kvaciddhasati 

taccintāhlāda udgāyati kvacit.(Śrīmad Bhāgavatam 7.4.39)  
The above verse states that, when Prahladaji would feel that the Lord had 

disappeared from his sight, he would cry. But as soon as he saw and felt the 

Lord, he would be all smiles again.  

Nadati kvacidutkaṇṭho vilajjo nṛtyati kvacit. 

kvacittadbhāvanāyuktastanmayo'nucakāra ha.(Śrīmad 

Bhāgavatam 7.4.40)  

He would then begin to dance in joy calling out aloud the Lord’s name 

Narayana Hari! Narayana Hari!  

By being in the divine company of great Saints and Mahatmas, his mind had 

become so pure, that even any sad or helpless person coming in his ambit, 

would also become peaceful. Such was Bhakta Prahlada’s greatness and the 

halo of his devotion.  

Now, the asuras like Hiranyakashipu also had their own gurukula and 

Prahladaji was sent there by his father. Shukracharya was the Guru of the 

asura clan but when he would go for penance and austerity, his sons, Shanda 

and Amarka, would teach in his absence. The gurukula had instructions from 

Hiranyakashipu that no teachings on Dharma, spirituality and devotion should 

be imparted. The students should only be taught how to earn wealth, how to 

indulge in enjoyments and how to rule, etc. Spiritual education and taking the 

name of the Lord (Narayana, Hari, etc.) was strictly prohibited. Shanda and 

Amarka were therefore teaching according to the instructions given by 

Hiranyakashipu.  

One day, Prahladaji had come home from the gurukula. Hiranyakashipu 

beckoned him lovingly and with fatherly affection asked him, "What are you 

learning in the gurukula and what do you think a person should do?" 

Prahladaji replied, "I have learnt that a person, while living in this world, 
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performs prohibited actions, commits sins and is therefore agitated all the 

time. I think an individual should retreat to the forest and sing the praises of 

Lord Hari."(vanaṁ gatvā hariṁ bhajet). So, one should leave the world of 

enjoyments, go into the forest and engage in austerities and devotion to the 

Lord.  

When Hiranyakashipu heard this for the first time, he laughed and thought 

some of his enemies might have trespassed into the gurukula and corrupted 

his son’s intellect! He called Shanda and Amarka and asked them to impart 

the teachings properly and they replied confirming, that they were teaching 

as per his instructions only. Prahladaji was sent back to the gurukula with 

them!  

After a gap of some time, when Prahladaji returned home, his mother decked 

him in fine clothes and sent him to meet his father. Hiranyakashipu asked 

Prahlada once again what he had learnt, and while asking thought to himself 

that Prahladaji’s conviction would have changed. But it wasn’t so. Instead, 

Prahlada answered:  

Prahlāda uvāca śravaṇaṃ kīrtanaṃ viṣṇoḥ smaraṇaṃ 

pādasevanam, arcanaṃ vandanaṃ dāsyaṃ 

sakhyamātmanivedanam.(Śrīmad Bhāgavatam 7.5.23)  

He said, one should engage oneself in the practice of nine-fold devotion. 

This really infuriated Hiranyakashipu! What was Hiranyakashipu’s reaction 

and what happened next, we will see in the next class.  

Om Tat Sat  




